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“Many inscriptions indicate a certain physical separation of the sexes in the same building or in : 2y o . 15
Jdifferent buildings by designating themas “baths of men” (balneumvirile), or “baths ofwormen™ (balneummulibre
but it is not always clear what is meant. The former arrangement is recommended by Vitruvius and it is the solution
evident in the Stabian Baths and Forum Baths in Pompeii (see Figs. 58, 65). In both of these republican
establishments, men’sand women’s sections have separate entrances but share the same exercise courts and the same
"heating and service facilities.

Suchindependent units for different sexes, evenin the largest baths, were extrerrely rare in the enpire™. :33'ny 0w
The common practice wes to assign the sexes different hours for bathing: wormen bathed in the moming, menin the
afternoon
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